
“It is the responsibility of an excellent school to  

create a culture of high expectation, opportunity and 

equity within the faculty, and to do that we need to 

compete effectively for those men and women who 

will directly impact and lead our boys, who will teach 

our boys. We must be in a position to attract, hire and 

retain the best and the brightest. This is a tall order, 

but a necessary one.”  
 
With these words in 2011, Headmaster Chisholm S. Chandler put forth 
an aggressive plan to create an initial group of five endowed teaching 
fellowships, to ensure that each year Salisbury would be able to attract 
excellent new faculty members to the Hilltop.

With the Class of 2016 Sixth Form Gift, Salisbury will now be able to 
add the fifth and final teaching fellow, enabling the School to complete this 
first stage of the important and worthy strategic goal of faculty support.

When Salisbury recruits new faculty members, the marketplace can 
be extremely competitive. Like all boarding schools, Salisbury seeks the 
most talented academic professionals, who also can coach, mentor and 
provide outstanding oversight and care to students in a 24-hour, seven 
day boarding environment. While Salisbury School is an extremely 
attractive destination for teaching faculty, we compete with other 
excellent schools, some of which are located in less rural, more accessible 
locations and some that have larger endowments and a corresponding 
opportunity to provide greater financial benefits. Thus, one of Salisbury’s 
ongoing priorities is to increase the size of our endowment so that we 
can continue to increase the financial benefits that we can offer our 
faculty. Endowed teaching fellowships are a key part of this strategy. Each 
fellowship is a permanently restricted, endowed fund that while managed 
with Salisbury’s endowment portfolio, provides restricted income each 
year to support the salaries and benefits of the School’s teaching fellows.

The four existing teaching fellowships are: the Class of 2011 Endowed 
Teaching Fellowship, the Rutherfoord Family Endowed Teaching 
Fellowship, the Bob Gardner Endowed Teaching Fellowship in the 
Sciences, and the Ronald P. and Susan E. Lynch Endowed Teaching 
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Fellowship, currently held by faculty members Scot Beattie, Bryan Pannill, 
Charlie Strauss and David Dodge. These four faculty members, like their 
colleagues, bring tremendous real-world experience to the Hilltop. Scot, a 
math instructor, graduated from Williams College and has also lived and 
studied in Beijing, Hong Kong and Barcelona. Bryan, an English instructor, 
graduated from Princeton and also studied in the United Kingdom. 
Instructor in Science Charlie Strauss, a Middlebury College graduate, 
recently spent two years working in Spain. And David Dodge, a Middlebury 
graduate who is in his third year teaching science at Salisbury, is a big 
believer in “hands-on,” experiential education and recently led Salisbury’s 
student team to the Ecology International Project in the Galapagos Islands. 
Each of these faculty members has made a significant impact on the 
Salisbury community and in the lives of our boys. Such is the power of 
endowed teaching fellowships!
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When the School announces the results of the Class of 2016 Sixth Form 
Gift on Thursday, June 2, 2016 (the night before Graduation) it will be 
much more than an announcement of a successful fundraising effort. It 
will be the introduction of another permanent teaching fellow. It will give 
Salisbury the ability to attract, hire and retain another talented member of 
an exceptional faculty. In recognition of this important accomplishment, a 
permanent plaque listing all the members of the class will be installed in the 
Centennial Building.

Class of 2016 Sixth Form Gift Co-Chairs Ali and Chip Smith P’16 recently 
shared their thoughts on the role of the faculty on their son’s Salisbury 
experience, “Torrance has had a great experience at Salisbury, and it hasn’t 
been limited to just one or two areas. He has met with challenges and 
opportunities in the classroom, in rowing at a very high level, and as being 
part of a community and learning what it takes to be committed. At each step, 
there was a member of the faculty to guide, mentor, support and encourage 
him. Importantly, these same men and women knew when to step back and 
let Torrance figure things out. The bottom line…our son grew and developed 
under these watchful eyes and we are grateful. We hope that all other sixth 
form parents will feel the same way about their sons’ time at Salisbury, and join 
us in making the Class of 2016 Endowed Teaching Fellowship a reality.”

On behalf of all the boys who will benefit from the Class of 2016 Sixth 
Form Gift and your generosity, thank you for your consideration.

David Dodge


